LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
Vijaykrishna realized God as Man and God in Man and
never Man become God.
One of the pre-requisites of Bhakti is humility, and
Vijavkrishna, with his natural passion of Bhakti, had been
imbued from the beginning with the noble spirit of
humility. Humility as a message of Chaitanya we find
in the Siksha-Astaka (in Sanskrit), which was the only
written document Chaitanya gave the world. "Humbled
than the grass, more patient than a tree, honouring others
yet without any feeling of honour for one's own self ;
such a one is ever worthy to chant the name of Krishna."
On the eve of his pilgrimage to Brindaban, Vijaykrishna
fell at the feet of a scavenger and humbly asked for his
blessings. While at Brindaban, he said to a scavenger-
woman, "0 Mother, you are so full of affection for me.
What shall I give you? How shall I reward you? I
have preserved some sacred Rrasad for you. Oblige me
by accepting it." At this the woman burst into tears.
At Brindaban, the orthodox Vaishnavas began to think ill
of him and ridicule him with sardonic smile for his wearing
the Rudraksha Mala and the saffron robe ; they also
criticised him for his reverent study of the religious books
of Guru Nanak ; Vijaykrishna only pointed out to them
that they were not, in any way, opposed to the Bhakti
catechism, and that they were recommended by that great
work on rituals—Hari-bhaktibilas—the magnum opus of
Sanatan.
We know that the heart of Chaitanyaism lay in the
musical worship that goes by the name of Samkirtan,
This was merely a. revivalist movement, but Chaitanya
made of it a new thing, 'whence he blew soul-animating
strains'. At first the Samkirtan performances of Chaitanya
were confined to the courtyard of Sreebas. The Chaitanya
216

